
School of International and Public Policy (IPP), Hitotsubashi University

IPP Exchange Program 

2026 Application Guidelines

These guidelines are intended for students enrolled in the Foreign Service Sub-program
(FSS) at IPP. Students in other programs should refer to the application guidelines available
in Japanese.

ELIGIBILITY

HOW TO APPLY

SELECTION PROCESS

Applicants must submit all required application documents listed on the next page to the IPP
Office by email.

Application Deadline: Friday, April 3, 2026, 3:00 p.m.

Send to: IPP office at ipp.g@ad.hit-u.ac.jp

Copy your academic advisor in the email.

Email Subject: 2026 IPP Exchange Program Application – [Your Name]

• You can apply to multiple institutions listed on page 3 by indicating your preferences in
order of priority on the application form.

• Copy your academic advisor in the email. If you do not yet have one, copy the professor
who is in charge of your program.

• You will receive a confirmation email after the submission. If you do not receive it by
Friday, April 3, 2026, 5:00 p.m., contact the IPP Office.

▼ INTERVIEW

Interview Date: Afternoon on Tuesday, April 7, 2026 (15 minutes, in-person)

Venue and time will be notified by email from the IPP Office after the application deadline.

Bring your student ID card for identification at the interview.

▼ NOTIFICATION

The IPP selection committee will make selections based on the submitted documents and
in-person interviews. Results will be individually notified by email from the IPP Office by
Wednesday, April 8, 2026.

For FSS students

Applicants must meet all of the following requirements:

1. Be enrolled at IPP, Hitotsubashi University at the time of application. (Students on a
leave of absence are not eligible.)

2. Be able to secure sufficient financial resources for study abroad.
3. Possess a sufficient level of English fluency. (This varies by host institutions.)
4. Meet the application requirements (language proficiency, GPA, etc.) of host institutions.*

If you wish to study in the spring semester or after, you must meet the application
requirements of the host institution by the deadline set by the host institution.

5. The applicant and their family must fully understand and accept the risks associated with
overseas travel, and agree that participation is at their own discretion and responsibility.

The School of International and Public Policy (IPP) offers an exchange program allowing
students to study abroad for one semester or one academic year at IPP’s partner institutions
as exchange students. In addition, three institutions offer priority slots for IPP students under
the Hitotsubashi University's Study Abroad Program. Students are expected not only to
acquire advanced specialized knowledge, but also to develop initiative and the ability to
engage actively with peers from diverse backgrounds by overcoming differences in cultural
and historical values.

For Students receiving scholarships from MEXT, JDS, JICE, JICA, or other
organizations

Before considering studying abroad during your time at IPP, you must first consult with your
sponsoring organization to confirm whether it is allowed. Additionally, please clarify the
following conditions:

- Whether you are required to complete your studies within two years.
- Whether you will be able to receive a scholarship during your study abroad period.
- Whether you should write a master’s thesis.

When contacting the sponsoring organization by email, please make sure to copy the
IPP Office in the email so that the IPP Office is kept informed of the communication.

2. After confirming these details, you should then discuss your study abroad plans with your
academic advisor.

All students who wish to apply for the exchange program

After reviewing this application guideline, you will need to develop your study plan at IPP,
including your study abroad plans. Be sure to consult with your academic advisor well in
advance to discuss whether participating in the exchange program is the best choice for your
academic growth. You should also talk about the best timing and how it aligns with your
overall academic goals, etc.
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OVERVIEWAPPLICATION DOCUMENTS

1. Application Form (Form B1e)

• Applicants may apply to multiple institutions by indicating their preferences in order of
priority.

2. Statement of Purpose

• Free form. 2-3 A4-sized pages.
• Include your student ID and name at the top right corner of each page.
• Submit in PDF format.
• The statement should include reasons for applying to study abroad, your academic and

research background, plans after studying abroad, and extracurricular activities. In
addition, describe why you selected your top-choice institution and outline your
study/research plan there.

3. English Proficiency Test Score (TOEFL, IELTS, or equivalent)

• Submit a valid score report that meets the language requirements of the host institution
(Only official scores taken after June 2024 will be accepted.).

• TOEFL ITP (Institutional Testing Program), TOEFL iBT (Home Edition), and IELTS
(Online) are not accepted as official proof of English proficiency.

4. Official Transcript

• 1st-year master’s students (Enrolled in September): Grades from all years of
undergraduate studies and graduate studies.

• 2nd-year master’s students: Grades from graduate studies.

5. GPA Calculation Sheet (Form A2e)

Only applicants who wish to apply to Renmin University of China (RUC) or Sciences
Po Strasbourg (SPS) need to submit the form.

For 1st -year students who enrolled in September 2026 and 2nd-year students:

List all courses and grades from all years of graduate studies (excluding non-GPA subjects).

6. Pledge for Application to the Study Abroad Program (Form A3e)

• Read, sign (handwritten signature), and submit in PDF format.
• Photos of the signed form or PDF documents converted from photos (including those

created with apps, ) are not accepted.

7. Consent Form for Collection of Personal Information (Form A4e)

Same as 6

▼ STUDY PERIOD

One semester or one year

If multiple students apply for the same host institution, priority will be given to one-
semester exchanges.

▼ PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

There are six IPP’s partner schools/institutions and three Hitotsubashi University’s partner
institutions with one or two priority slots for IPP students as listed on the next page.

▼ CREDIT REQUIREMENTS AT HOST INSTITUTIONS

IPP expects exchange students to earn credits for at least two courses per semester.

• During your exchange period, you are expected to focus on your academic and
research activities at the host university. Failure to earn credits may result in the
repayment of scholarships.

• Students must also meet credit requirements set by host institutions, if any.

• For students who participate in the Hitotsubashi University Study Abroad Program, they
need to follow the credit requirements set out in the guidelines.

▼ YOUR STATUS AT IPP AND TUITION FEES

During the exchange period, students remain enrolled at Hitotsubashi University and
must continue to pay tuition fees to Hitotsubashi University. Leave of absence is not
permitted. However, under the exchange agreements, entrance and tuition fees at the
host university are waived.

• If you are considering extending your studies (e.g., delaying graduation) in order to
participate in the exchange program, please consult the IPP Office in advance.

▼ CREDIT TRANSFER

A maximum of 16 credits, after being converted into IPP credits, can be transferred from
the host university. However, this cannot exceed a total of 20 credits when combined with
credits earned from other graduate schools at Hitotsubashi University or other applicable
universities (a maximum of 8 credits).

• Transfer is subject to approval, and not all credits are guaranteed to be accepted.

• The credit transfer process can take 2 to 3 months for approval.
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Name of Institutions Website
Factsheet Exchange Period Number of Students Reference only

Language/GPA requirement

▼ IPP’s Partner Institutions

CHINA
School of Public Administration and Policy 
(SPAP), Renmin University of China

 Top page
 Factsheet
 Course

IMPA course

2026 Autumn Semester
OR
2027 Spring Semester

1 student for 1 semester

• Required: TOEFL iBT90, IELTS 6.5
• For Chinese-taught Course: HSK6
• GPA3.0/4.0
• Chinese nationals are not eligible.

Republic of Korea
Graduate School of International Studies 
(GSIS), Seoul National University(SNU)

 Top page
 Factsheet
 GSIS Exchange Program

2027 Spring  Semester
AND/OR
2027 Autumn Semester
Next year

2 students for 1 semester
(or 1 student for 2 semesters)

• Expected: TOEFL iBT 88, IELTS 6.0
• Required: GPA 3.0/4.0 (3.3/4.3) on the transcript 

with at least one semester’s grades of graduate 
studies when you apply for SNU.

Netherlands
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
(FASoS), Maastricht University

 Top page
 Course for IPP students:

Research Master 
European Course

2026 Autumn Semester 1 student for 1 semester • Expected: TOEFL iBT 100 (writing 25), 
IELTS 7.0 (writing 6.5)

Switzerland
University of St. Gallen

 Exchange Program
 Factsheet
 Course

2026 Autumn Semester
AND/OR
2027 Spring Semester

3 students for 1 semester
(or 1 student for 2 semesters 
and 1 student for 1 semester)

• Expected: CEFR B2  (TOEFL iBT 90, IELTS 6.0)

Spain
Barcelona Institute of International Studies 
(IBEI)

 Exchange Program
 Course

2026  Autumns Semester
OR
2027 Spring Semester

2 students for 1 semester • Expected: TOEFL iBT90, IELTS 6.5

France
The Sorbonne School of Economics (EES), 
The University of Paris 1 Panthéon-
Sorbonne

 Top page
 Factsheet
 Course

>Economics module

2026 Autumn Semester
AND/OR
2027 Spring Semester

2 students for 1 semester
(or 1 student for 2 semesters)

• Required: CEFR B2  Better to have C1 level
(TOEFL iBT 94, IELTS 6.5 )

• No need to possess French proficiency.

▼ Hitotsubashi University’s Partner University with a priority slot for IPP students

France
Sciences Po Strasbourg

 International Program
 Factsheet

2026 Autumn Semester 
AND/OR
2027 Spring Semester

2 students for 1 semester
(or 1 student for 2 semesters)

• Required: CEFR B2, TOEFL iBT 80 (19 for each 
section), IELTS 6.0 (5.5 for each section)

• For Certificate of European Studies(CES), TOEFL 
89 or IELTS 6.5 is required.

Italy
Bocconi University

 Exchange Program
 Factsheet
 Course

2027 Autumn Semester 
Next Year 1 student for 1 semester • Expected: CEFR B2 (TOEFL iBT88, IELTS 6.5)

United Kingdom
Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 
(FAMES), University of Cambridge

 Top page
 Course > MPhil Asian and 

Middle Eastern Studies 
(Japanese Studies)
 Exchange Students

(reference only)

2027-28 Michaelmas 
Term & Lent Term 
Next Year

1 student for 2 terms

• Required: TOEFL iBT110 (25 for each section),
IELTS 7.5 (7.0 for each section)

• Expected: GPA 3.5/4.0
• IPP exchange students will be accepted as visiting 

students. >> Visiting students

PARTENR INSTITUTIONS
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https://www.ibei.org/en/incoming-exchange-students_300403
https://www.ibei.org/en/elective-courses-for-exchange-students_300560
https://economie.pantheonsorbonne.fr/
https://www.ipp.hit-u.ac.jp/exchange/pdf/10303_Factsheet_P1PS_incoming_exchange_26-27.pdf
https://international.pantheonsorbonne.fr/en/join-paris-1-pantheon-sorbonne/exchange-student/module-catalogue
https://www.sciencespo-strasbourg.fr/en/international/venir-en-mobilite-detudes-a-sciences-po-strasbourg/nos-programmes-internationaux
https://www.sciencespo-strasbourg.fr/websites/sciencespo/FACTSHEET_2526_ok.pdf
https://www.unibocconi.it/en/international-students/incoming-exchange-students
https://www.ipp.hit-u.ac.jp/pdf/Bocconi_AY2526_Factsheet_International_Student_Desk_Exchange_online.pdf
https://www.unibocconi.it/en/international-students/incoming-exchange-students/educational-offer-incoming-exchange-students
https://www.ames.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.ames.cam.ac.uk/study-with-us/postgraduate-study/masters-degree-mphil#taught
https://www.internationalstudents.cam.ac.uk/incoming-exchange-students
https://www.ames.cam.ac.uk/research/visiting-scholars-and-students


AFTER SELECTION

1. THE LATEST INFORMATION ON HOST INSTITUTIONS

Check the following points on the host institution’s website.

• Application Requirements

• Course Availability: Some host universities restrict the courses available to exchange
students. Be sure to check the available courses for exchange students in advance and
prepare your study and research plan accordingly.

• Mid-Year Entry: If you wish to begin your exchange in the middle of a host university’s
academic year, there may be restrictions on the study period, course registration, or
dormitory access.

• Accommodation: In recent years, securing housing at host institutions has become
increasingly difficult. Some universities allow students to apply for accommodation before
admission is finalized. It is strongly recommended that you collect information and make
preparations in advance.

2. COURSES/CREDITS AT IPP

You should consult with your academic advisor on the following points and obtain approval
before you apply for the exchange program.

• Compulsory subjects: There are compulsory subjects that you should take in a specific
period. If the exchange period overlap with that period, you need to consult with the
course instructor on how to take these courses.

• Other courses: It is not recommended that you take courses of Hitotsubashi University
during the exchange period, except for compulsory subjects that are only available during
the exchange period and are necessary for program completion.

• Credit Transfer: The credit transfer process can take 2 to 4 months for approval. If you
plan to study abroad in the last semester at IPP, you should pay close attention to the
timing of grade releases at the host university. Depending on when grades are released,
credit transfer approval may not be completed in time for graduation recognition.

3. Bocconi University and FAMES, University of Cambridge

• Students selected by IPP need to apply to the Hitotsubashi University Study Abroad
Program in late October 2026. A GPA 2.3 or above (3.0 scale) is required for JASSO
scholarship when you apply to the program.

>> Hitotsubashi University Study Abroad Program

• Study Period: Students will participate in the exchange program only for the 2027 autumn
semester, which is the next academic year of this IPP 2026 application.

• FAMES, University of Cambridge: The exchange period ends in March 2028. If you plan to
graduate in March 2028, you should take all credits* to meet the IPP’s degree
requirements before participating in the exchange program at FAMES.

POINTS TO CONSIDER WHEN YOU DECIDE YOUR STUDY 
PLAN

1. Final Admission Decision:
IPP’s nomination (selection result) does not guarantee admission to the host university.
You must apply to the host institution by its application deadline, and the host institution
will make a final admission decision.
◦ Your exchange student status will be confirmed only after you receive an official Letter

of Acceptance from the host university. If the host university does not accept you,
your nomination will be canceled.

◦ If you wish to study abroad for the 2026 Autumn semester, you must apply to the host
university within a short period after receiving the selection results. Students are
responsible for submitting their applications to the host universities. Be sure to check
the host university’s website and start preparing the required documents in advance.
If the requirements set by the IPP at the time of IPP application differ from the host
university’s requirements, you must meet the host university’s application
requirements by the application deadline set by the host university.

2. Withdrawal of Nomination: Students selected for the exchange program for the spring
semester of 2027 or later may have their provisional acceptance withdrawn if the IPP
Committee determines that their pre-departure grades at IPP are significantly low and
unsuitable for study abroad.

3. Visa, residence status and other administrative procedures: You are fully
responsible for completing all procedures required by the host university, applying for the
visa for travel, and fulfilling the administrative procedures specified by the IPP or HU. For
those who do not hold Japanese nationality, you are responsible for all applications and
procedures related to the extension of your current residence status in Japan, as well as
any associated obligations.

4. Health: You are fully responsible for maintaining your health. Any accidents or illnesses
during the exchange period should be handled at your own responsibility and expense.
You must be covered by the designated insurance specified by Hitotsubashi University.

5. Crisis Management: Nominated students must complete the Crisis Management
Orientation provided by the university (video format).

6. Report: Upon return, students must submit a study abroad report to IPP and relevant
scholarship organizations, if any.

7. Withdrawal/Change of Study Period: Withdrawal or changes to the study period are
not allowed except for serious reasons such as illness. However, withdrawal due to
ineligibility for scholarships may be accepted if declared by the specified deadline.

8. Appendix 1:

Please read through the Appendix 1: Criteria for Implementing Study Abroad Program.
These criteria are subject to change depending on global conditions.
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CONTACT

1. Study Abroad Scholarship (for Exchange under University-Wide Agreements)

Students who are selected for the exchange programs with Sciences Po Strasbourg,
Bocconi University, or the University of Cambridgemay apply for this JASSO scholarship.

Students who are not Japanese nationals or do not have permanent residency in Japan are
not eligible.

For details, refer to the “Application Guidelines” of the Hitotsubashi University Study Abroad
Program.

- Travel Support Grant: 10,000 yen (for study abroad of six months or longer)

- Monthly Stipend: 80,000–120,000 yen (depending on region/city)

• Amounts are subject to change.

• Scholarships may not be awarded depending on the JASSO selection results or changes
to eligibility criteria.

• A minimum GPA of 2.3 (on a 3.0 scale) is required.

2. Hitotsubashi University Scholarship for Graduate Students Studying Abroad

Please check the website for details. (only in Japanese)

- Application Period: June 3rd, 2026 – June 9th, 3:00 p.m.

- Research Grant: 200,000

- Monthly Stipend: 60,000–100,000 yen (depending on region/city)

• Students who are recipients of government scholarships (MEXT) or the Japan–Taiwan
Exchange Association Scholarship are not eligible.

3. IPP Internship and Consulting Project Grants

IPP provides partial financial support for study abroad expenses. Details may vary
depending on the academic year. Please contact the IPP Office for more information

• If students fail to earn credits at the host university, repayment may be required.

• If there is an overlap with other scholarships or financial assistance, the amount may be
reduced or not provided at all

Notes in Common

• Scholarships may be suspended or terminated if the student takes a leave of absence,
withdraws, cancels the exchange, or fails to maintain satisfactory academic performance.

SCHOLARSHIP

Administration Office of the School of International and Public Policy (IPP Office)

Email: ipp.g@ad.hit-u.ac.jp
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