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Contemporary Public Policy Il : Local Governments in Japan and China

- Dates and Time: February 9 (Mon) and 10 (Tue), 2015 [9:00-16:30]
» Instructor: Shinji Yamashige
(School of International and Public Policy, Hitotsubashi University)
- Guest Speakers:
Prof. Wenlin Fu
(School of Public Economics and Administration; Shanghai University of Finance and Economics)
Prof. Motohiro Sato
(School of International and Public Policy, Hitotsubashi University)
« Classroom: Mercury Tower 6th Floor, Room 3611 (Kunitachi, East Campus)
- Language: English -+ Credit: 1 unit

[Course Overview]

This course will provide an overview of the local government system in Japan and China, with
some in-depth discussion on reforms in local public finance in each country. In the case of
Japan, an emphasis will be put on reforms in fiscal decentralization and inter-governmental
transfers. In the case of China, special attention will be paid to structural reforms and fiscal
policies among local governments. Local governments are important in Japan and China. In this
course, we try to understand basic structure of the local government system and discuss the
fiscal reforms in local governments in order to have better understanding on the desirable
government system in each country.

[Who Should Attend]
All students in the IPP are welcome.

[Goals & Methodology]

The goal of this intensive course is to understand the basic structure of local government system
in Japan and China. By comparing the systems in two countries, students are expected to find
out similarities and differences in the local government systems in different countries, which will
be useful in designing a good government system in our societies.

[Topics / Schedule]

This course is designed to be an intensive 2-day course. On the first day, the lecture on the
Japanese case is given by Prof. Motohiro Sato (Hitotsubashi University). On the second day, the
Chinese case will be discussed by Prof. Wenlin Fu (Shanghai University of Finance and
Economics). Discussion session may be arranged after the lectures. Some knowledge on
Japan’s and China’s current (political, economic, and social) conditions is expected, but not
required.

[Textbooks / References]
Course materials will be distributed in the class. No Textbook will be used.

[Relation with other Courses] There is no prerequisite course.

[Requirements & Grading Allocation]
Sum of the scores for attendance to the classes (30 points) and the final report (70 points).

[Grading Criterial
Based on the scores calculated above, the grading will be determined by the following criteria.
A: more than 80 points, B: 70-80 points, C: 60-70 points, D: 50-60 points, F: below 50 points.

[Message to Students]
Active participation to the classes is expected.




