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Contemporary Public Policy II
Politics in Japan and China

Dates and Time: February 24 (Wed) and 25 (Thur), 2016. [10:35-17:00]

Instructor: Shinji Yamashige (School of International and Public Policy, Hitotsubashi University)

Guest Speakers: Prof. Hiroshi Saito (School of International and Public Policy, Hitotsubashi University) &
Prof. Min Tang (School of Public Economics and Administration, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics)
Classroom: Mercury Tower 6" Floor, Room 3611 (Kunitachi, East Campus)

Language: English

Credit: 1 unit (We welcome auditing students especially on Feb. 25. If you want to audit the lecture, please
contact Prof. Yamashige (yamashig@econ_hit-u.ac.jp) by a day before the lecture.

[Course Overview]

This course will provide a comprehensive discussion over the politics in Japan and China. The
political system is one the most important social systems in each country. The case of Japan will be
taught and discussed by Prof. Saito (Feb. 24) and the case of China will be taught and discussed by
Prof. Tang (Feb. 25).

[Who Should Attend]
All students in the IPP are welcome. Anyone at Hitotsubashi University is welcome for audits.

[Goals & Methodologyl

The goal of this intensive course is to understand the basic issues of the political system and politics
in Japan and China. By comparing the systems in two countries, students are expected to find out
similarities and differences in the political systems in two countries, which will be useful in
considering a good political system and understanding the politics in each country.

[Topics / Schedule]

This course is designed to be an intensive 2-day course. On the first day, the lecture on the
Japanese case is given. On the second day, the Chinese case will be discussed. A discussion
session may be arranged after the lectures. Some knowledge on Japan’s and China’s current
(political, economic, and social) conditions is expected, but not required.

[Textbooks / References]
Course Materials will be distributed in the class. No Textbook will be used.

[Relation with other Courses] There is no prerequisite course.

[Requirements & Grading Allocation]
Sum of the scores for attendance to the classes (30 points) and the final report (70 points).

[Grading Criterial
Based on the scores calculated above, the grading will be determined by the following criteria.
A: more than 80 points, B: 70-80 points, C: 60-70 points, D: 50-60 points, F: below 50 points.

[Message to Students]
Active Participation to the classes is expected.

* Qutline of the lecture by Prof. Saito and Prof. Tang is provided in the next page.



Outline of the talk provided by Prof. Saito:
Title: “Japanese Politics---Where do we go from here?

Abstract: This course provides a wide range and deep understanding on political issues that Japan
currently faces to those who are interested in the Japanese politics, both the current, and the past and
the future. Looking back at Japanese history after the Meiji Restoration in the latter half of the 19th
century, efforts were made to catch up with modern, advanced countries by establishing a centralized
government. This worked very efficiently to modernize the country by putting more emphasis on
creating nation-wide standards and applying the same standardized rules throughout the nation. In the
name of “efficiency,” the central government became heavily involved in activities originally the
province of local governments. This achieved the goal of “modernization,” but at the cost of leaving
the local characteristics and uniqueness behind. Now the time has come to change...LDP has
re-gained to be back to PM office under Shinzo Abe after DPJ.

This course stands on the following basic way of thinking: “There is no national vitality without
local vitality.” And, in addition to taking up most current political issues, the discussions are
conducted in direction of decentralization with the emphasis on the underlying structural issues.
Therefore, “change” here means to abandon the uniformity developed under the centralized system,
with the central government telling the local governments what to do, and instead to re-embrace the
uniqueness and diversity rooted in the decentralized system, allowing each locale to pursue a way of
life based on their own values and traditions. Furthermore, “change” is now required, as we are
facing the following structural problems in Japan in the 21st century: a) a decrease in the population
and labor force, b) an increase in outstanding debt of both central and local governments after the era of
high economic growth, c¢) and accelerating international competition with emerging economies. At
the end, our nation’s possible new framework could be discussed.

Ouitline of the talk provided by Prof. Tang:
Title: “The Art of Governance: Centralized Control and Decentralized Management”

Abstract: China has surprised the world with fast social economic progress under the resilient political
authoritarianism. To help the students understand China’s politics and its relevance to economic
development and societal changes, this lecture introduces two contrasting and yet compatible features
of China’s political system: the centralized political control and decentralized management. The
concentration of political control is ensured by an effective party-state system with a complex set of
political institutions such as limited elections, strong party organs, and planned succession of political
powers. At the same time, the state has also designed or allowed for institutions that dissolve the
authority over lower-profile affairs to subnational or even social entities. Such institutions include
fiscal decentralization, semi-governmental or non-governmental organizations, and commercialized
mass media and social media. While the coexistence of political control and management flexibilities
have contributed to economic and social development in China, it begins to pose a great challenge to
further development in this country.



